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Common Name Scientific name Host(s)

Mountain pine beetle Dendroctonus ponderosae Ponderosa, lodgepole, limber 
and other pines

Douglas-fir beetle Dendroctonus 
pseudotsugae

Douglas-fir

Spruce beetle Dendroctonus rufipennis Engelmann spruce

Pinyon ips Ips confusus Pinyon pines

Blue spruce ips Ips hunteri Blue spruce

Pine engraver beetles Ips pini, Ips calligraphus, 
etc

Various pines

Fir engraver Scolytus ventralis White fir

Western balsam bark 
beetle

Dryocoetes confusus Subalpine fir

Mountain Pine Beetle-caused mortality is lower than 
pre-outbreak levels. For four years running, active 

Spruce Beetle-affected acres have decreased as they 
move into previously unifested acres.
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Spruce Beetle
Dendroctonus rufipennis

• prefer underside of 
downed trees

• 1-3 year lifecycle –
usually 2

• epidemics usually 
occur after wind 
throws

• flight July-August

Spruce Beetle life stages
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Questions? 

Dan.West@colostate.edu
(970) 491-7282


